IOSR Journal of Electrical and Electronics Engineering (IOSR-JEEE)
e-ISSN: 2278-1676,p-ISSN: 2320-3331, Volume 14, Issue 1 Ser. I (Jan. – Feb. 2019), PP 59-64
www.iosrjournals.org

A Study on Microwave and Its Remote Sensing Applications
Sharanagouda. B.H.
Assistant Professor in Electronics L. V. D. College, Raichur-584103

Abstract: Microwave remote sensing instruments obtain data valuable for geophysical examinations by
estimating signals emerging because of cooperation of microwaves with normal media. The principle
preferences of microwave remote sensing are because of its capacity to infiltrate the mists, downpour,
vegetation and even dry soil surfaces. The infiltration of signal is straightforwardly corresponding to
wavelength of microwave signal.
What's more, microwave sensors have capacity for day/night activity autonomous of sun or brightening
conditions. The instruments commonly utilized for microwave remote sensing can be named active and passive
instruments. In the active system, instrument gives its own enlightenment though in passive system instrument
gets signal because of emanation of signal at microwave frequency. Instances of radar remote sensing
instruments incorporate Synthetic aperture radar (SAR), scatterometers, altimeters, and radar sounders.
Imaging remote sensing radars, for example, SAR produce high resolution (from sub meter to not many several
meters) pictures of surfaces. The geophysical data can be gotten from these high resolution pictures by utilizing
appropriate post handling procedures.
Scatterometers measure the backscattering cross segment precisely so as to infer enormous region evaluation of
land/sea surfaces Altimeters are utilized to acquire exact surface stature maps by estimating the full circle time
delay from radar sensor material varieties by infiltrating profoundly into the ground. Other ordinarily utilized
sensor is ground entering radar for the appraisal of subsurface highlights.The current paper highlights the
microwave and its remote sensing applications.
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I. Introduction
Because of long wavelength, microwave signal can infiltrate through overcast spread, murkiness,
residue and overwhelming precipitation. This property of microwaves helps in gaining data in practically all
climate and ecological conditions so data can be gathered whenever. Active microwave sensors give their own
wellspring of microwave radiation to light up the objective.
Active microwave sensors are isolated into two class in particular imaging and non-imaging. Among
imaging sensors, RADAR, an abbreviation for Radio Recognition and Running, is commonly utilized in various
modes. The radar system transmits a microwave signal coordinating towards the area of intrigue and identifies
the signal backscattered by the surface. The strength of returned backscattered signal is a component of surface
parameters like dielectric constant and surface unpleasantness. Because of variability of these parameters, radar
returns are diverse for various targets. The resolution is accomplished by time deferral and aperture combination
procedure.
Radar altimeters, dissipate meters and surface infiltrating radar are in the class of non-imaging radar.
As a rule these are profiling gadgets which take measurements in one linear measurement, instead of the twodimensional portrayal of imaging sensors. Radar altimeters transmit short microwave heartbeats and measure
the full circle time postponement to focuses to decide their good ways from the sensor. For the most part
altimeters look straight down at nadir underneath the stage and accordingly measure tallness or rise, ocean
surface stature. Altimeter is radio wave permits data in subsurface area as a result of infiltration of signal
underneath the surface of a planet.
Scatterometers are additionally by and large non-imaging sensors and are utilized to make exact
quantitative measurements of the measure of vitality backscattered from targets. The measure of vitality
backscattered is reliant on the surface properties (unpleasantness) and the edge at which the microwave vitality
strikes the objective. Scatterometry measurements over sea surfaces can be utilized to assess wind speeds
dependent on the ocean surface unpleasantness.
Ground-based scatterometers are utilized widely to precisely quantify the backscatter from different
focuses so as to describe various materials and surface sorts. New rising strategies like polarimetry and
interferometry have as of late been added as new measurements to applications like DEM, land subsidence,
planetary and earth science. Passive microwave sensors called radiometers, gauges the emissive properties of
the world's surface. A microwave radiometer is a delicate recipient fit for estimating low degrees of discharged
microwave radiations from the surfaces under perception.
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Fig 1: the Electromagnetic spectrum showing wavelength according to size of objects
RADAR SCATTERING:
At the point when a surface is lit up by microwave signal, it is normal that the surface would reflect or
dissipate the signal as per dielectric properties and unpleasantness of material. Moreover there could be
infiltration of signal in the medium and scattering inside the medium would likewise cause an adjustment in
generally speaking power of signal strength. For surface scattering, three sort of scattering are prevailing:
Specular reflection from smooth surface, diffuse scattering from unpleasant surface, twofold skip or volume
scattering.

Fig 2: Type of scattering within a resolution cell
Be that as it may, for the instance of signal entrance into the medium, the surface, subsurface scattering
would happen at lower profundity, if there should be an occurrence of some subsurface structure. In the event of
no structure, signal would be constricted. Fig 3 and 4 shows kind of scattering which could happen motel
different common surfaces.

Fig. 3: Different type of surface scattering (Earth and planetary surfaces)

DOI: 10.9790/1676-1401015964

www.iosrjournals.org

60 | Page

A Study on Microwave and Its Remote Sensing Applications

Fig 4: Different type of scattering from volume within penetration depth (Earth or planetary surface), crop and
forest (earth surface)
APPLICATIONS:
Because of all climate capacity of microwave sensors, its utility is exhibited for applications restricted
because of climate conditions like agribusiness crop checking, flood mapping, disaster the board. Likewise,
because of affectability of microwave signal for variety in dielectric constant, it is conceivable to address for
new applications like soil moisture, snow moisture and so forth. The accessibility of dependable data from
different satellites during late times, it has gotten conceivable to show an enormous number of uses. A portion
of the applications are talked about as beneath:
Hydrology:
The microwave sensors, both active and passive sensors have particular favorable circumstances. The
Hypothetical reason for estimating soil moisture by microwave strategies depends on the huge differentiation
between the dielectric properties of dry soil and fluid water. Along these lines, the measurement of microwave
signal can give data on soil moisture content. An enormous number of analyses have been done in assessing the
presentation of SAR for soil moisture appraisal at SAC. These trials have indicated incredible capability of SAR
in the huge territory estimation of soil moisture. Because of direct connection between soil moisture and
backscattering coefficient, it is conceivable to gauge the dirt moisture.
Fig 6 shows a normal soil moisture map delivered from radarsat data set. In any case, while
determining reversal model, the relationship is upset because of surface harshness just as because of quality of
vegetation, which must be accounted utilizing numerous measurements in time/frequency or polarization mix.
For operational checking, radar scatterometer from ENVISAT or SMOS missions have given some level of
progress. Yet, the methodology must be additionally improved utilizing future satellite like SMAP and so forth.

Fig 6: Typical relative soil moisture map produced using radarsat data
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Snow is as a rule, a blend of ice gems, fluid water, and air. The ice gems are stored on the world's
surface as aftereffect of air precipitation or wind or mechanical statement. On the off chance that the snowpack
is beneath 0º C, it is probably not going to contain any fluid water. This state is named as dry day off. Anyway
at temperatures above 0º C, critical amounts of fluid water may likewise be available. This is called wet day off.
Snow when transformed to ice and slides down on the mountain inclines or in a valley turns into an ice sheet.
Fig 7 shows a picture of snow secured zone.

Fig 7: Peak of Mount Everest (8848 m) at centre of image
Vegetation:
Among vegetation class, significant concern is Agrarian yield checking and first biomass appraisal. In
agrarian regions, the state of the dirt and the yields changes diurnally, day by day and occasionally. Agrarian
targets likewise shift spatially, with contrasts saw from field to field and inside individual fields. Subsequently,
mapping and checking soil and yield qualities present a test.
Agrarian yields that have linear highlights of length similar to or bigger than the occurrence
wavelength will in general reason bigger reflections when the polarization arrangement concurs with their basic
arrangement. The polarization of the transmitted microwave (even (H) or vertical (V)) additionally directs which
parts of the vegetation and soil add to the aggregate sum of vitality dissipated back to the SAR sensor. The
capability of Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) in separating among various agrarian yield types has been
exhibited in a few investigations. Fig 8 shows commonplace yield conduct for rice and different harvests in
India.
In radar remote sensing of timberlands, two central point answerable for deciding the degree of
commitment of backscattering are: Dielectric successes which are essentially constrained by moisture content in
the vegetation and fundamental soil layer, and geometrical properties identified with basic quality of vegetation
and the basic surface.
The dielectric properties do contribute in the extent of backscattering and henceforth an expansion in
backscattering is seen because of increment in moisture substance of vegetation. That is, wet biomass of the
vegetation material is related with backscattering coefficient.
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Geometrical properties or auxiliary traits of plants do impact the backscattering properties of
vegetation. When all is said in done, complete unique scope of backscatter is identified with auxiliary
characteristic more than the dielectric – represented scattering process. Subsequently, while watching the
timberland utilizing radar, radar echoes contain data about the vegetation structure, wetness and about the
fundamental surface. Commitment for every one of the part is administered by the system parameters for
example frequency, polarization and occurrence edge.
Geology:
Microwaves have indicated potential for mapping geographical structures all the more absolutely.
Moreover, entrance in the dry soil is helpful for distinguishing subsurface highlights. In the course of recent
decades, radar remote sensing has demonstrated to be a compelling instrument for the extraction of land data,
unhindered by outside brightening and climate conditions. Outlines of topographic highlights and surfaces of
rock surfaces normally show up more unmistakable in radar pictures than in pictures acquired at shorter (optical
and infrared) wavelengths.
Radar pictures give unmistakable picture surfaces that may signify disintegration attributes of the
surface and the summed up mass lithologies of the fundamental rocks, hence giving data to topographical
mapping. The power of radar backscatter is likewise influenced by the dielectric properties of surface materials.
This permits separation of rocks and residue that have unequivocally differentiated moisture content or
mineralogical creation. This finds helpful applications for Quaternary mapping.
In some dry locales, subsurface entrance of radar vitality has uncovered the outlines of old covered
waste systems. Rock types, for example, limestone secured by slim Aeolian sand spread could likewise be
recognized.
Disaster Management:
Because of all climate ability, SAR can give solid data continuously required for required for flood
occasion appraisal and checking and delineation of flood peril zone. Water surface reflects almost no radiation
back toward the radar antenna, in this manner overflowed zones and other water highlights can be handily
recognized from the encompassing area. A few trials on mapping of floods have been performed to identify
water ashore surface under different conditions.
Planetary Science:
Microwaves have been misused for ideal remote sensing utilizations of different planetary body since
beginning of microwave application improvement. Different sensors like SAR, scatterometer, altimeter, ground
entering radar and radiometer have been utilized for the investigation of different planetary bodies. Radar
systems for planetary remote sensing had been utilized since mid 1972 with the main altimeter in Venera-8 for
the measurements.
The thick billows of Venus are made for the most part out of poisonous carbon dioxide. The air of
Venus is made up for the most part of carbon dioxide, and thick billows of sulphuric corrosive totally spread the
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planet. Pioneer gave first worldwide tallness of lunar surface utilizing altimeter data. Tallness of Venus surface
was seen as - 2 to 12 km.
SAR pictures of entire Venus surface were procured at resolution of 100 m. This aided in knowing
numerous subtleties of Venus surfaces. It was found that 85 percent of Venus surface is secured by volcanic
stream. Further, there is no water along these lines ailing in debasement.

II. Conclusion
Microwave remote sensing has become an undeniably significant instrument in the examination of a
wide scope of items in the close planetary system, including the earthbound planets, the Moon, space rocks and
comets, and the frosty satellites of the external planets. Earth-based radar examinations of these items have
crossed a very long while and have as of late been enhanced by orbital spacecraft examinations utilizing
synthetic aperture radar, radiometer and sounding strategies.
By and large, microwave sensors have demonstrated their potential for a significant number of earth
and planetary science applications Considering special focal points, new strategic are being taken up for earth
and planetary surface with included information interferometry and polarimetry. The accomplishment of present
and future microwave examinations relies unequivocally upon our capacity to display the connection of
microwave signal with the planetary surface, and its proliferation in the subsurface, as an element of different
surface variability.
The surface variability could be distinctive in various planetary bodies along these lines putting forth a
defense of ideal model for different planetary surfaces, disregarding likeness in collaboration process. This
reaction of this variability to sensor parameter is critical to the plan of radar imaging, radiometer and sounding
systems equipped for giving logical bits of knowledge far surpassing the aftereffects of present orbital
examinations.
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