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Abstract: 
Violence against women in Brazil is a serious and persistent issue that goes beyond the boundaries of the most 

visible forms of physical aggression and homicides, deeply permeating social structure and affecting millions of 

women in various ways. Rooted in historical and structural gender inequalities, this violence reflects an 

entrenched culture of sexism that values male domination and devalues women, perpetuating a power hierarchy 

that keeps women in constant vulnerability. Impunity further exacerbates the problem, with many cases going 

unreported and judicial responses often inadequate. In addition to devastating individual consequences, 

violence against women has profound societal impacts, restricting women's personal and professional 

development and generating significant costs to public health and the economy. Effectively addressing this 

challenge requires a multifaceted approach including education, awareness, effective public policies, support 

for victims, and rigorous punishment of perpetrators. Investing in gender equality from basic education onward 

is crucial to promoting a culture of respect for women's rights and preventing future acts of violence. 

Combatting violence against women demands a collective commitment from all sectors of society, from 

governments to civil society organizations and individuals, to ensure that all women can live free from fear and 

violence, with their rights fully protected and respected. 
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I. Introduction 
Violence against women in Brazil is a serious and persistent problem, reflecting historical and 

structural inequalities between genders, compounded by a deeply rooted culture of sexism and impunity. It 

extends beyond the most visible forms of physical aggression and homicides, deeply affecting social structure 

and impacting millions of women in various ways. In addition to physical assaults, which often result in brutal 

and unjustifiable deaths, there exists a complex network of psychological, sexual, economic, and symbolic 

violence that women face daily. 

This violence is rooted in historical and structural gender inequalities that perpetuate a system where 

women are often seen as inferior and submissive to men. The culture of sexism, which values male domination 

and devalues women, alarmingly fuels this violence. It's a culture that normalizes abusive behaviors and 

perpetuates a power hierarchy that leaves women in a constant state of vulnerability. 

Moreover, impunity is a significant factor. Many cases of violence against women go unreported, and 

when they are reported, they face a series of obstacles in the judicial system, ranging from inadequate 

investigations to delays in justice. This creates a cycle of impunity that not only leaves victims helpless but also 

encourages perpetrators to continue their violent behaviors. 

Beyond individual consequences, violence against women has profound impacts on society as a whole. 

It limits women's personal and professional development, perpetuating gender inequality and generating 

significant costs to public health and the economy due to necessary medical treatments, workplace absenteeism, 

and loss of productivity. 
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Combatting violence against women requires a multifaceted approach that includes education, 

awareness, effective public policies, support for victims, and rigorous punishment for perpetrators. It is essential 

to promote a culture that respects women's rights, where all forms of violence are recognized, confronted, and 

punished, ensuring a safe and just environment for all Brazilian women. 

 

II. Methods 
The methodology employed in crafting this academic essay on femicide in Brazil involved a 

systematic approach to ensure coherence and relevance of the presented content. Initially, extensive literature 

review and critical analysis were conducted to identify key themes, concepts, and statistical data related to 

femicide in Brazil. Authors and theories underpinning the discussions were selected based on their significance 

and impact in the field. The essay was structured logically, with sections exploring various aspects such as the 

socio-cultural context, legislative framework, statistical trends, and the impact on victims and society. Each 

section was substantiated with empirical evidence, case studies, and scholarly sources to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the issue. The writing process emphasized clarity, accuracy, and academic 

rigor, aiming to contribute meaningfully to the discourse on femicide prevention and justice in Brazil. 

 

III. Results And Discussion 
Femicide 

Femicide in Brazil is an alarming and concerning phenomenon, representing the murder of women 

simply because they are women. This type of crime is closely linked to gender inequality, macho culture, and 

domestic violence, reflecting an extreme manifestation of control and domination over women. 

Recent statistics show that Brazil ranks among the countries with high femicide rates. According to the 

2021 Violence Atlas, the femicide rate in Brazil was 1.6 women killed per 100,000 women in 2019. This 

number translates to an average of 4.8 murders per 100,000 women, highlighting the severity of the issue. 

Cases of femicide often occur within abusive relationships and domestic violence contexts, where the 

perpetrator seeks to control and subjugate the woman. They are frequently preceded by episodes of physical, 

psychological, and sexual violence, demonstrating an escalation of abusive behaviors that culminate in the 

victim's death. 

The Femicide Law, enacted in 2015, was a significant milestone in Brazilian legislation by classifying 

as femicide the intentional killing of women due to domestic violence or gender discrimination. This allowed 

for better investigation, punishment, and prevention of these crimes, as well as establishing harsher penalties for 

the perpetrators. 

However, the effectiveness of the law and policies combating femicide still faces significant 

challenges. Underreporting of cases, lack of adequate infrastructure to support and protect victims, delays in 

justice, and a culture of impunity are some of the main obstacles that need to be overcome. 

To effectively combat femicide, it is crucial to invest in public policies that promote gender equality, 

education on respecting women's rights, awareness campaigns on domestic violence and sexism, and 

strengthening victim support services such as shelters and specialized assistance networks. 

It is a collective challenge that requires engagement from all sectors of society, including governments, 

institutions, civil society organizations, and individuals, to create an environment where all women can live free 

from violence and fear, with their rights fully respected and protected. 

 

Strategies to Combat Femicide 

Forms of violence range from physical and psychological abuse in domestic settings to sexual 

harassment in public spaces and workplaces. The Maria da Penha Law of 2006 was a significant advancement 

in creating mechanisms to curb domestic and family violence, including protective measures for victims. 

However, effective implementation of the law still faces challenges, such as lack of adequate infrastructure for 

victim support and delays in justice. 

Combating femicide in Brazil requires a broad and coordinated approach involving various fronts to 

prevent these crimes and ensure justice for victims. Here are some essential strategies to combat femicide: 

1. Specific Legislation and Rigorous Enforcement: The Femicide Law, in effect since 2015, was a crucial step 

in classifying intentional homicides against women due to domestic violence, gender discrimination, or 

contempt for the female condition as specific crimes. It is essential to ensure that this legislation is effectively 

enforced, with rigorous investigations and appropriate punishments for the guilty. 

2. Strengthening Justice and Security Systems: Investments in training police officers, prosecutors, and judges 

to handle femicide cases sensitively and efficiently are crucial. Additionally, it is essential to strengthen the 

structure for victim protection, with effective protective measures and ongoing monitoring to ensure the safety 

of threatened women. 
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3. Education and Awareness: Educational programs addressing gender equality, mutual respect, violence 

prevention, and women's rights are crucial from early school years. Education can play a significant role in the 

cultural change needed to eliminate sexism and promote healthy, equal relationships between genders. 

4. Awareness Campaigns and Reporting: Public awareness campaigns about femicide and violence against 

women help increase visibility of the problem, encourage victims to report, and inform the public about how to 

respond to violence. This includes strengthening reporting channels and expanding access to psychological and 

legal support services. 

5. Support for Victims: It is essential to ensure that victims of femicide and domestic violence have access to 

support services such as temporary shelters, psychological assistance, and legal guidance. These services should 

be widely available and accessible to all women in vulnerable situations. 

6. Network Collaboration and Cooperation: Integration among different sectors of society, including 

governments, non-governmental organizations, educational institutions, and businesses, is crucial for effective 

femicide prevention. Cooperation among these stakeholders can facilitate information exchange, development 

of more effective public policies, and implementation of comprehensive prevention and protection programs. 

7. Continuous Monitoring and Evaluation: Regular monitoring of femicide rates and evaluation of the 

effectiveness of adopted measures are necessary. Accurate and updated data are essential to guide evidence-

based public policies and adjust strategies as needed. 

Combatting femicide is a complex challenge that requires a joint and continuous effort from all of 

society. Only through an integrated and multifaceted approach can we advance in building a more just, 

equitable, and safe society for all women. 

Education and awareness about gender equality are fundamental to changing this reality. Public 

campaigns, educational policies, and actions that promote respect for women's rights are essential to combating 

violence and building a fairer and safer society for all. 

It is crucial for society as a whole, including governments, institutions, and individuals, to make 

continuous efforts to confront and eliminate violence against women, ensuring that all women can live free 

from fear and violence. 

 

IV. Conclusion 
Violence against women in Brazil is a serious reflection of deeply rooted structural and cultural 

inequalities. Beyond visible forms such as physical assaults and homicides, it insidiously permeates society, 

affecting millions of women through psychological, sexual, economic, and symbolic violence. Entrenched 

machismo fuels this violence, perpetuating a culture that undermines and subordinates women, keeping them in 

constant vulnerability. 

Impunity poses another major challenge, where many cases go unreported or face obstacles within the 

judicial system. This creates a harmful cycle that not only leaves victims unsupported but also encourages 

further acts of violence. In addition to individual consequences, violence against women impacts society as a 

whole, limiting women's potential and generating significant costs for public health and the economy. 

To confront this alarming scenario, a multifaceted approach is essential, including education, 

awareness-raising, effective public policies, victim support, and rigorous punishment for perpetrators. Investing 

in gender equality early on through education and awareness campaigns is crucial to promoting a culture of 

respect for women's rights and preventing future violence. 

Therefore, combating violence against women is not just a moral duty but an urgent necessity to build 

a fairer and safer society for all Brazilian women. It requires collective engagement from governments, 

institutions, civil society organizations, and citizens to ensure that all women can live free from fear and 

violence, with their rights fully protected and respected. 
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