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Abstract:

Multiculturalism is a fundamental aspect of contemporary societies. It celebrates the coexistence of diverse
cultures, languages, and traditions. Billions of people from different countries in the world have produced
varieties of civilizations, ways of life, lifestyle, custom, heritage, habits, values, and traditions. This rich tapestry
of diversity has found expression in various forms, one of which is literature. Multiculturalism in literature has
grown into a dynamic and influential force in the literary world. It has played a vital role in diversifying the
literary canon, amplifying marginalized voices, and fostering cross-cultural dialogue ultimately leading to a more
interconnected global community. It promotes empathy, understanding, and the celebration of differences.
Readers can step into the shoes of characters from various cultural backgrounds and gain insights into their
experiences, challenges, and triumphs. Thus, multicultural literature has made a profound impact on readers and
society as a whole. While multiculturalism in literature has achieved significant success, it is not without its
challenges and criticisms. In modern societies, cultures are blending like never before with the increase in
immigration and the interconnectedness that the internet provides. Multicultural sensitivity is particularly
important because it promotes a more cohesive society while honouring the unique identity that a multicultural
society provides. The present paper is an attempt to analyse the approach of cultural diversity and sensitivity in
literature especially fiction and its impact on society. It also addresses the challenges and criticisms associated
with multiculturalism in literature, ultimately affirming its ability to bring the people closer together regardless
of culture and ethnicity and breaking away from the dominance of mainstream narratives.
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I. Introduction:

Multicultural literature or widely read fictional works like plays, poems, and novels are seen to be
extremely potent resources for enhancing cultural understanding. The origin of multiculturalism in literature can
be traced back to ancient civilizations where texts reflected the interactions and exchanges among cultures.
However, it gained prominence as a social and political movement in the mid-20th century. The diverse or
multicultural approach in literature represents the inclusion of voices from different cultural backgrounds,
providing readers with a broader perspective on the human experience and shedding light on the experiences of
people who had been previously ignored. Authors such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Jean-Paul
Sartre have contributed to the development of multicultural literature. Over the years, multiculturalism in
literature has evolved to encompass an array of themes, voices, and narrative styles. Prominent authors like Toni
Morrison, Salman Rushdie, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie have played a pivotal role in diversifying the literary
landscape.

Fiction plays a large role in society and how individuals view themselves and others. As Bradford has
said “It’s so important to see yourself somewhere, you need to have a mirror in order to have a cultural
understanding of yourself.” It is important because it shows what’s possible when a person from a culture that is
their own gets full agency without other people interfering. The result is a celebration of their culture that is an
expression of their community without stereotypes or assumptions. Nonfiction books often just impart
information and knowledge. Meanwhile, fictional works instruct readers not only about real-life events but also
entertainment. While readers enjoy literary works, they also learn a lesson or understand their significance

By including multicultural literature in any fiction, the author ensures to provide his readers with texts
that represent the culturally diverse situations and home environments in this country, and those across the globe.
With recent global events, it has become increasingly important that readers do not become ethnocentric.
Exposure to a variety of multicultural literature can assist in breaking down cultural barriers. Multicultural
literature serves as a powerful tool in enabling readers to gain a better understanding of both their own culture
and the cultures of others. Through this deeper knowledge, relationships can be strengthened, bridging the gap
between people from diverse cultural backgrounds. Exposure to multicultural literature increases the readers
awareness of the various social practices, values and belief systems of other cultures. It is hypothesized that
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understanding the culture of different people can be valuable to the person’s character building. The conception
of multiculture can be modality to be more aware of cultural dissimilarities. It helps to build the understanding to
respect any variance of people whose backgrounds, minds, opinion and behaviour that are not the same. Besides,
the possession of rich knowledge of diverse cultures can bridge them to take interpersonal communication in
friendly ways.

Multiculturalism in literature aims to let the reader learn something good or positive about the culture of
people of other cultures delivered by the writers of poems, novels, and drama. The broader insights of life
experiences, religion, beliefs, and customs of other people can bridge the friendship of ethnicity, race, and social
status across the world. Being not a closed mind human beings can appreciate or respect others, avoid
underestimating, bullying or any violence. Stories portraying cultural diversity can foster the belief that race is
not a barrier, but rather a contribution to the beauty of our multicultural world.

In modern societies, cultures are blending like never before with the increase in immigration and the
interconnectedness that the internet provides. Multicultural sensitivity is particularly important because it
promotes a more cohesive society while honouring the unique identity that a multicultural society
provides. Cultural sensitivity is to have an understanding of another person's set of beliefs or values that is
attributed to the person's ethnic or racial background. In addition, an individual must be agreeable to modify their
behaviour to accommodate the other person's cultural beliefs. It is to understand that one culture or way of living
is not superior to another. All cultural beliefs are valid and in need of respect. Culturally sensitive individuals
must accept and adapt to reflect the multicultural countries that exist in modern societies. Individuals must first
recognize and appreciate that there are other cultures besides their own. Then, they need to be willing to respect
the beliefs and traditions that people display as a result of their culture. A culturally sensitive society promotes
empathetic connectivity through the appreciation and understanding of another person's background and way of
life. By valuing diversity, people will be able to play to their strengths within a society. The understanding of this
approach of cultural sensitivity on part of the fictional author is extremely necessary as Mary Robinette Kowal
an American novelist says that an author being in the power position knows what harm his/ her narrative can
have on the community he/she is writing about and therefore if the author is going to prioritize his’/her own
feelings on a subject, as someone outside a community, over the feelings of people inside the community, then
maybe that’s not something he/she should be writing in the first place. Also, some may argue that the work
perpetuates stereotypes or tokenize cultures. Moreover, there are concerns about authenticity, especially when
authors from privileged backgrounds write about marginalized communities.

Although writing fiction from outside of one’s own immediate community can be a fine line to walk, it
doesn’t mean fiction writers should give up. What is essential is a lot of research, cultural consultation, and self-
awareness. According to Bradford, “Even though we need more people from marginalized communities writing
their own stories and getting those published, people from dominant paradigms need to learn how to navigate this
stuff, too. Because representative fiction should reflect how the world is and the many identities that make it up.”
As writers, we find inspiration all around us. However, for a fictional author to—"“write what you want to know”
could be a much better approach than to “write what you know”. This will help him/her to expand his/her
knowledge base and write outside of his/her own lifestyle and authentically capture things outside his/her personal
experiences. So, while writing any fictional piece regarding a culture different from his own, one needs to make
sure that he is doing so in a respectful and intelligent manner. Always approach representation with respect and
stress the importance of writing with intention. If your intention for including another culture is for exotic
decoration or to profit from someone else’s cultural heritage, then better not use it.

II.  Conclusion:

Multicultural literature creates a sense of belonging, forging a connection between home and social
environments, and across cultures. It serves many purposes, but its greatest accomplishment is its ability to bring
people closer together, regardless of culture and ethnicity. The world is a big place and we can extend our net of
inspiration broadly across cultures. When we embrace diversity, we can transport our readers into unique
perspectives and new worlds. But it is crucial to do it right—which means doing it respectfully because despite
challenges and criticisms, multiculturalism in literature remains a powerful tool for promoting inclusivity,
empathy, and a deeper understanding of the human experience.
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