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Abstract 
In recent years, there has been a growing concern regarding the rapid loss of biodiversity at an alarming rate 

worldwide. This loss of biodiversity is primarily driven by human activities such as urbanization, deforestation, 

agricultural expansion, and the impact of climate change. The consequences of this biodiversity crisis are far-

reaching, affecting not only the environment but also the economy and society.The ongoing global pandemic of 

COVID-19 has further highlighted the interconnectedness of the planet and the vulnerability of the human 

species. Scientific evidence shows that biodiversity plays a crucial role in the productivity of ecosystems and the 

services they provide.  However, the biodiversity crisis we are currently facing as a result of climate change and 

human activities threatens the very foundations of our ecosystems. Human activities such as urbanization, 

deforestation, agricultural expansion, and climate change are rapidly driving the loss of biodiversity at an 

alarming rate. In fact, it is estimated that we are losing species at a rate up to 1000 times faster than the natural 

background rate of extinction. This article aims to deduct the outcomes on biodiversity  due to climate change 

and human activities. 
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I. Introduction to Biodiversity 
Biodiversity refers to the variety of species, genes, and ecosystems present in a particular area or on 

Earth as a whole.It plays a crucial role in maintaining the balance and functionality of ecosystems, as each 

species has a unique role to play. Biodiversity can be seen as a framework for understanding and assessing the 

health of an ecosystem, as it enhances productivity and ensures the stability of ecological processes(Prandi et al., 

2020). Furthermore, maintaining a high level of biodiversity is crucial for the long-term survival and resilience of 

ecosystems.   

 

Accelerating Loss of Biodiversity- In recent years, there has been an alarming acceleration in the loss of 

biodiversity on a global scale. This loss of biodiversity can be attributed to a combination of climate change and 

human activities. Climate change and human modifications of natural habitats are the primary factors pushing 

species towards extinction. Climate change, driven by anthropogenic factors such as the burning of fossil fuels 

and deforestation, is altering ecosystems and disrupting the delicate balance of biodiversity. Moreover, human 

activities such as habitat destruction, pollution, overexploitation of natural resources, and introduction of 

invasive species are also significant drivers of biodiversity loss by causing habitat degradation and 

fragmentation, reducing available resources for species, and directly killing or removing species from 

ecosystems. 

 

The Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity- Climate change poses a significant threat to biodiversity. 

Increasing temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and more frequent extreme weather events are 

disrupting ecosystems and causing the loss of biodiversity. These changes in the climate can lead to shifts in 

species distribution, alterations in habitat availability and suitability, and changes in the timing of biological 

events. 

 

Climate Change: An Overview 

Climate change refers to the long-term shifts in temperature, precipitation patterns, and other climatic 

variables that result from human activities, primarily the burning of fossilfuels and deforestation. These 

activities release large amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, trapping heat and leading to a gradual 

increase in global temperatures. The consequences of climate change are multifaceted and have far-reaching 

effects on ecosystems and biodiversity. 

In particular, the impact of climate change on biodiversity is two-fold. First, climate change directly 

affects species through changes in temperature, precipitation, and extreme weather events. These changes can 



Biodiversity Crisis Due To Climate Change and Human Activities 

DOI: 10.9790/3008-1706028993                                  www.iosrjournals.org                                            90 | Page  

disrupt species' physiological processes, alter their behavior, and reduce their survival and reproductive success. 

For example, rising temperatures can lead to heat stress and thermal intolerance in certain species, affecting 

their ability to survive and reproduce. Second, climate change indirectly impacts biodiversity through its effects 

on habitats and ecosystems. Changes in climate can alter the availability and suitability of habitats for species, 

leading to shifts in species distribution and potentially causing local extinctions. Furthermore, climate change 

exacerbates the impacts of other drivers of biodiversity loss. 

Human activities, such as deforestation and the release of greenhouse gases, contribute to climate 

change and further exacerbate the loss of biodiversity.The loss of biodiversity due to climate change is a 

growing concern(Garza-Gil et al., 2015).It is widely recognized that climate change is one of the major drivers of 

biodiversity loss in recent years(Cuervo-Robayo et al., 2018). 

Climate change has been linked to changes in the phenology, physiology, and distribution of plant and 

animal species(Johansson et al., 2020). These changes can disrupt ecological interactions and lead to cascading effects 

on entire ecosystems. For example, shifts in the timing of biological events such as flowering and migration can 

disrupt critical ecological relationships, such as pollination and predator-prey interactions. In addition to climate 

change, human activities also play a significant role in the biodiversity crisis. 

Human activities, such as habitat destruction, pollution, overexploitation of natural resources, and 

invasive species introductions, have been driving biodiversity loss for decadesHuman activities have a profound 

impact on biodiversity by directly destroying habitats, polluting the environment, and exploiting natural 

resources. These activities have led to the fragmentation of biomes, the introduction of exotic species, and 

environmental pollution, all of which have significantly impacted biodiversity(Silva et al., 2021). Climate change and 

human activities are interconnected factors contributing to the current biodiversity crisis. The interference of 

anthropic activities such as biome fragmentation, the introduction of exotic species, climate change, and 

environmental pollution in the ecosystem can significantly impact biodiversitycausing a decrease in species 

richness that leads to an imbalance in the natural cycles of an ecosystem. Furthermore, climate change and 

human activities also interact and amplify each other's impacts on biodiversity loss. 

For example, climate change can exacerbate the impacts of other drivers of biodiversity loss. 

Deforestation, for example, not only directly reduces habitat availability for many species but also contributes to 

climate change through the release of carbon dioxide from the burning of forests. Climate change can also 

indirectly affect biodiversity by altering key ecological processes and disrupting the functioning of 

ecosystems(Corona et al., 2018). Furthermore, human activities, such as the expansion of urban areas and changes in 

land use patterns, have led to the destruction and fragmentation of natural environments. These changes in land 

use and habitat destruction have not only directly caused the loss of biodiversity but have also contributed to 

climate change through the release of greenhouse gases from activities such as deforestation and the burning of 

fossil fuels(Mali et al., 2019). The combination of climate change and human activities poses a significant threat to 

biodiversity. The consequences of biodiversity loss are far-reaching and have significant implications for the 

functioning and resilience of ecosystems. The loss of biodiversity can lead to a decrease in ecosystem 

productivity and the loss of key ecological functions, such as nutrient cycling and pollination. Moreover, the 

loss of biodiversity can also impact human well-being by reducing the availability of ecosystem services, such 

as clean air and water, food production, and protection against natural disasters. 

 

The Impact of Climate Change on Biodiversity 

Climate change is projected to become a major cause of biodiversity loss. It is well-established that 

climate change directly affects the distribution and richness of species in all forest habitats and the composition 

of assemblages(Mali et al., 2019). Shifts in temperature and precipitation patterns can lead to changes in species' 

geographic ranges, as some species may struggle to adapt to new climatic conditions or may be unable to 

disperse to new suitable habitats. These changes in species distributions can disrupt ecological interactions and 

lead to the loss of biodiversity. Additionally, climate change can indirectly impact biodiversity by affecting key 

ecological processes and ecosystem functioning(Corona et al., 2018). For example, changes in temperature and 

precipitation can alter the timing of important biological events, such as flowering and migration, which can 

disrupt the synchrony between species interactions and negatively impact populations. Moreover, climate 

change can also result in the loss of important habitats, such as coral reefs and polar ice caps, which support a 

high level of biodiversity and provide essential ecosystem services. 

The impacts of climate change on biodiversity are further compounded by human activities. Human 

activities, such as deforestation, habitat destruction, pollution, and the release of greenhouse gases, are 

exacerbating the effects of climate change on biodiversity by further degrading natural habitats and reducing the 

resilience of ecosystems(Mali et al., 2019). Furthermore, human activities also contribute directly to biodiversity loss 

by causing habitat destruction and fragmentation, overexploitation of resources, introduction of invasive species, 

and pollution. Deforestation, driven by agricultural expansion, has been a major driver of biodiversity loss. 
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According to recent studies, biodiversity loss is one of the most significant drivers that will affect ecosystem 

changes in the 21st century(Corona et al., 2018). 

The biodiversity crisis due to climate change and human activities is a complex issue that requires urgent 

attention. Actions need to be taken to mitigate the impacts of climate change and reduce the negative effects of 

human activities on biodiversity. 

 

Human Activities and their Consequences on Biodiversity 

Human activities have had a profound effect on biodiversity, exacerbating the impacts of climate 

change and causing significant loss of species richness. Deforestation, driven by agricultural expansion, is one 

of the primary contributors to habitat destruction and biodiversity loss. Deforestation not only removes habitats 

for countless species, but it also disrupts important ecological processes and reduces the resilience of 

ecosystems. 

The introduction of exotic species by humans is another major factor contributing to the loss of 

biodiversity.These species can outcompete native species for resources, disrupt natural relationships and 

interactions, and even drive native species to extinction. Alongside deforestation and the introduction of 

invasive species, pollution is also a significant threat to biodiversity. Pollution, including air and water 

pollution, can lead to the degradation of habitats and the poisoning of species. Furthermore, human activities 

also directly contribute to biodiversity loss through the overexploitation of resources. Overexploitation, such as 

overfishing or hunting, can lead to the depletion of species populations and disrupt ecological balance. These 

human activities, collectively, have resulted in the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems 

worldwide(Mali et al., 2019). 

 

Analyzing the Biodiversity Crisis 

To fully understand the biodiversity crisis due to climate change and human activities, it is important to 

analyze the various factors that contribute to its occurrence.Climate change is a significant driver of biodiversity 

loss(Future Developments Without Targeted Policies, 2019). Global warming, caused by the accumulation of greenhouse gases in 

the atmosphere as a result of human activities, has led to changes in temperature and precipitation patterns, 

which directly affect the distribution and abundance of species. Climate change alters habitats and disrupts 

ecological processes, making it harder for species to thrive and survive. 

Human activities are major contributors to climate change, further exacerbating the biodiversity 

crisis(Wu et al., 2022). Through activities such as deforestation, the burning of fossil fuels, and the release of 

pollutants into the environment, humans are intensifying the impacts of climate change on biodiversity(Ryan et al., 

2019). Furthermore, deforestation directly contributes to the loss of biodiversity. As trees are removed from 

forests, habitats are destroyed, and species that rely on those habitats for survival are displaced or pushed 

towards extinction. Additionally, human activities such as the introduction of invasive species can have severe 

consequences for biodiversity. Invasive species can outcompete native species for resources and disrupt the 

natural balance of ecosystems, leading to the decline or extinction of native species. 

 

Strategies for Mitigating Biodiversity Loss 

Given the severity of the biodiversity crisis, it is crucial to implement strategies that can mitigate 

further loss and promote conservation efforts. 

One important strategy is the establishment of protected areas. Protected areas are designated regions 

that are set aside and managed for the conservation of biodiversity and the protection of ecosystem processes. 

These areas provide refuge for a variety of species, allowing them to thrive in their natural habitats without the 

threat of human activities. Protected areas can also serve as valuable research sites, providing scientists with 

opportunities to study and better understand biodiversity dynamics and ecosystem functioning. In addition to 

protected areas, another effective strategy is the promotion of sustainable land use practices. 

Sustainable land use practices aim to balance human needs with the conservation of biodiversity and 

ecosystems. These practices prioritize the long-term health and resilience of ecosystems, while also meeting the 

needs of local communities. 

This approach includes measures such as agroforestry, which combines trees and crops to promote 

biodiversity and improve soil health, and sustainable agriculture techniques that minimize the use of synthetic 

pesticides and fertilizers. Another important strategy for mitigating biodiversity loss is the restoration of 

degraded habitats.Restoration involves actively working to rehabilitate ecosystems that have been damaged or 

degraded by human activities. This can include activities such as reforestation, wetland restoration, and the 

removal of invasive species.Restoration efforts aim to restore the ecological functions and structures of 

ecosystems, allowing them to support diverse plant and animal communities. 
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Case Studies on Biodiversity Crisis 

Case studies on the biodiversity crisis provide valuable insights into the impacts of climate change and human 

activities on ecosystems and species.  

One such case study is the Amazon rainforest.The Amazon rainforest is the largest tropical rainforest in the 

world and is home to an incredible diversity of plant and animal species. However, this biodiversity hotspot is 

under threat due to deforestation for agriculture, logging, and infrastructure development. Research shows that 

deforestation has led to the loss of countless plant and animal species, disrupting ecosystem processes and 

contributing to climate change. 

Another case study is the Great Barrier Reef in Australia.  

The Great Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef system in the world and is known for its rich biodiversity. 

However, the reef is facing unprecedented challenges due to climate change. Rising ocean temperatures, ocean 

acidification, and increased frequency of severe weather events are all putting stress on the delicate coral 

ecosystems. As a result, coral bleaching events have become more frequent and severe, leading to the loss of 

coral species and the disruption of the intricate relationships within the reef ecosystem. Furthermore, human 

activities such as overfishing and pollution from coastal development have also had a detrimental impact on the 

health of the reef. 

 

Implications of Biodiversity Loss for Humanity 

The loss of biodiversity has profound implications for humanity. Biodiversity loss can result in the 

disruption of ecosystem services that are essential for human well-being(Hernández-Salinas et al., 2020). One of the key 

ecosystem services that biodiversity provides is the regulation of climate.Ecosystems with high biodiversity are 

better able to regulate climate through processes such as carbon sequestration and the maintenance of water 

cycles. 

This regulation is crucial for mitigating climate change and ensuring a stable and habitable 

environment for humans. Additionally, biodiversity loss can also have significant economic implications. 

Biodiversity loss can lead to a decline in agricultural productivity, as many species of plants and insects play 

important roles in pollination and pest control. Furthermore, biodiversity loss can also impact industries such as 

pharmaceuticals and biotechnology. Many of the world's pharmaceuticals are derived from natural sources, such 

as plants and animals, and the loss of biodiversity can limit our ability to discover new drugs and treatments. 

Moreover, biodiversity loss can disrupt cultural and spiritual connections to the natural world. Indigenous 

communities and cultures often have deep connections to specific ecosystems and rely on the biodiversity within 

them for their way of life. 

 

Future Perspectives and Recommendations 

To address the biodiversity crisis caused by climate change and human activities, it is crucial to take 

immediate action. This can be achieved through a combination of conservation efforts, sustainable resource 

management, and global cooperation. Conservation efforts should focus on protecting and restoring habitats that 

are particularly vulnerable to biodiversity loss, such as coral reefs and rainforests. Furthermore, efforts should 

be made to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the impacts of climate change.Sustainable resource 

management practices, such as sustainable agriculture and fisheries, can also help to reduce the pressures on 

biodiversity. 

In addition, promoting and supporting indigenous knowledge and practices can play a crucial role in 

protecting biodiversity. Indigenous communities have a deep understanding of their local ecosystems and have 

developed sustainable practices over generations. By incorporating indigenous knowledge into conservation and 

management efforts, we can benefit from their wisdom and preserve biodiversity effectively. Global cooperation 

is also essential in addressing the biodiversity crisis.Countries must work together to implement and enforce 

international agreements and policies that promote biodiversity conservation. 

Furthermore, funding and research should be directed towards finding innovative solutions to mitigate 

the impacts of climate change and human activities on biodiversity. 

This could involve investing in renewable energy technologies, developing sustainable land-use 

practices, and finding alternative sources for resources currently obtained from biodiversity hotspots. By 

implementing these recommendations, we can begin to address the biodiversity crisis caused by climate change 

and human activities. In conclusion, the biodiversity crisis caused by climate change and human activities is a 

pressing issue that requires immediate attention. 

 

Conclusion: The Need for Sustained Effort to Preserve Biodiversity 

The biodiversity crisis caused by climate change and human activities requires urgent action and 

sustained effort from governments, organizations, and individuals. Conservation efforts should focus on 

protecting and restoring vulnerable habitats, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting sustainable resource 
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management, incorporating indigenous knowledge, and fostering global cooperation to implement and enforce 

international agreements and policies. These measures will help mitigate the impacts of climate change and 

human activities on biodiversity and ensure the long-term survival and sustainability of our ecosystems. In 

addition, it is crucial to prioritize research and funding for innovative solutions that can help mitigate the 

impacts of climate change and human activities on biodiversity. By investing in renewable energy technologies, 

developing sustainable land-use practices, and finding alternative sources for resources currently obtained from 

biodiversity hotspots, we can minimize the negative impacts on biodiversity. Furthermore, addressing the 

human behavioral and psychosocial determinants of biodiversity loss is essential in mitigating the biodiversity 

crisis(Ryan et al., 2019). By promoting education and awareness about the importance of biodiversity, fostering a 

sense of responsibility and stewardship among individuals, and encouraging sustainable lifestyle choices, we 

can begin to change behavior and reduce the negative impacts of human activities on biodiversity. 

To effectively address the biodiversity crisis caused by climate change and human activities, a holistic approach 

is required. 
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